
 

Haston Family History Notes 
from 

Mrs. David Rhea (Estelle Suggs) Haston 



David Rhea [10-2-1900 – 4-1-1985] and Estelle Suggs [1-26-1910 – 11-29-1998] Haston spent 

their final years in Sparta (White County), Tennessee.   

For 20+ years (from the mid-1960s until some time in the late 1980s or so), Dave and Estelle did a 
phenomenal job of researching and preserving our family’s history.  Estelle, in particular, 
connected with Haston family members ALL over the country and wrote perhaps hundreds of 
letters, engaging them in Daniel Haston family research.  In every town they visited, Estelle ripped 
the Haston names out of phone books and proceeded to write every listed Haston household to 
engage them in learning about their Haston roots.   

Their work was amazingly accurate for the era in which they were active researchers. There was no 
Internet or email, long-distance phone calls were expensive, there was no or very limited access 
to copy machines, and there were no online genealogical and historical resources.  Estelle typed 
letters on onion skin paper with multiple layers of carbon copies and included stamps with her 
letters in hopes of encouraging responses.   

However, research into Haston family history has progressed since David Rhea and Estelle's age 
and health forced them to pass their efforts along to others who followed them.   The Internet has 
surfaced family records in ways they never dreamed of.  DNA technology has broken down many 
genealogical brick walls they ran up against.  And interaction among other family researchers and 
formerly unknown branches of the Daniel Haston FAMILY has become easier and much less 
expensive. 

Consequently, some of what Estelle recorded has been corrected (updated, perhaps, is a better 
word) by more recent discoveries. That is particularly true of what was known about Daniel 
Haston’s European heritage, his early life, and some of the children unknown to us for generations.   

As is true with all family information passed down to us (especially older records and stories) or 
other family “facts” gathered from unknown original sources, be careful of what you cite as (real 
true) facts without comparing it with current validated documentation and evidence.  
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